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The Vixen and the Crane became
very good friends, even to the point
of becoming godparents to each
other’s children. One day the Vixen
invited the Crane over for lunch.

“Do come, dear friend! Do come,
love! All my house has to offer
will be yours.”
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The Crane pecked and pecked
the porridge with her long beak,
but was unable to get a bite.

In the meantime the Vixen licked
away at the porridge till she ate it
all. When it was all gone, she said:

“Do forgive me, friend, for I have

nothing else to offer you.”
“I thank you for even this,”

answered the Crane, dryly, “now
how about visiting me tomorrow.”

“Very well, my dear, I'll come,
and why not?” answered the Vixen.
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The Vixen sniffed — it all smelled
so good! She stuck her nose into
the crock, but it wouldn’t go in!
She tried using her paw, but with
no success either. She circled the
pot in one direction, then the
other — there was no way she could
get at the food.
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The Vixen was so angry that
she left without even thanking her
hostess.

She had thought, you see, that
she would have eaten her fill for
a week, and here she was, going
home, having been neatly paid back
by the Crane.

From that time on, the Vixen
gave up her friendship with the
Crane.
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